A PROCLAMATION} 


For putting in Execution the Law againſt Importation and Selling of Foreign Burtons and Prohibiting all 


- 


Foreign Buttons whatſoever. 


FAMES R. 4 
bereas fo: the Encouragement of great Numbers of the Inhabitants of this Our Kingdom, a good and pꝛoli⸗ 
m< tableZaw was made in the Fourteenth Year of the Reign of Dur late Bother of Bleſſed Memozy, Intituled, 


An Act Prohibicing the Importation of Foreign Bonelace, Curwork, Imbroidery, Fringe, Bandſtrings, Buttons, and Needlework, 
That no perſon o2 perſons whatſoever ſhould from and after the Twenty fourth day of June One thouſand fix 
zz yundzedfirty two, Sell oz cauſe to be Sold, oz offer to Sale within the Kingdom of England, oz Dominion of 
SUTRA Valcs, oꝛ Expoꝛt any Fozeign Bonelace, CutWozk, Jinb2oidery, Fringe, Bandſtrings, Buttons oꝛ edle work, 
made of Thꝛcd, Silk, oz any oz either of them in Parts beyond the Seas, oz Impoꝛt, Bing in, Send oz Convep, 
sn caulc to be brought in, Sent oꝛ Conveyed into the Kingdom of England, oz Dominion of Wales, any ſuch Fo- 
| reign Zonelace, Cutwozk, Fringe, Imbzoiderv, Bandſtrings, Buttons, oz Nefdlewozk made of 
. The#d and Silk, oꝛ any oꝛ either of them, beyond the Seas after the Firſt day of May, Which ſhould be in the ſaid Pear of Pur Lozd 
One thouſand fix Hundzed ſirty and two, upon Pain that all and every perion and perſons Who ſhall Sell, oz cauſe to be Sold, oz 
offer to Sale any ſuch Foꝛeign 2Bonelace, Cutws:k, Imbzoidery, Fringe, Baudſtrings, Buttons o2 Needlewozk, ſhall Foꝛfeit and 
Looſe foꝛ every Offence by him Co:nmitted contrary to the ſaid Act, the Sum of Fifty pounds, and the whole Bonelace, Cut work, 
PImbzoidery, Fringe, Bandfrings, Buttons, oꝛ NeedieWozk ſo Sold, oz cauſed to be Sold, oz uttercd to Sale; And upon further 
Pan, That all and every perſon and perſons who ſhouid Jmpozt, Bing in, Send 02 Convey, oz cauſe to be bzought in, Sent oꝛ Con⸗ 
vered into this Our Kingioin of England. oz Dominion of Wales, any ſuch Bonelace, Cutwozk, Pmbzoivery, Fringe, Bandſtrings, 
Wuttons oz Needlew2tk, ſhouid Foꝛfeit and Looſe foꝛ every Offe:ice by hin Cominitted contrary to the ſaid Act, the Dum of One 
hundzed pounds, and the whale Commodities afozeſaid; And although by the plain intent and meaning of the ſaid Act, 
all Fozrign Buttons Whatiorver were Pꝛohib ted to be Impoꝛted oz put to Sale within this Our Kingdom, Yet We are given to 
underitand,by the Humble Petition of manyof Our Pw: Subjects bought up in the Trade ok Butcon-inaking, chat ſeveral per⸗ 
dens of late foꝛ their own v21vate Tucre. haue Amnatfen and Sold Wifhin this Dur Kingdom, divers areatquantities of Fozetgn 4 
Hair⸗Buttons, to the utter Ruine of multitudes of Families who have been Exerciſed andMaintained in and by the Trade of Wut⸗ 
con-making, as Well in and about Dur City of London as other parts of Dur Kingdom, whereby the great Miſchiefs intended to 
be Redzeſſed by the ſaid Act, are likely to fall heavy upon Our Poz Subjects, and humbly Pzaying the timely Interpoſition of Pur 
'  BPuncely Care therein, We Were moſt Gzaciouſly pleaſed to hear the Matter Debated by the Council of the Merchants Impoꝛters, 
I and of the Button-Makers befoze Our Self in Council; Upon Hearing Whereof, receiving Satisfaction, That by the true mean⸗ 
ing of the Law, all manner of Fozeign Buttons were intended to be Pꝛohibited, and that the late Pzactice ſet on Foot of Pmpozt- 
ing Hair-Buttons, if continued, will Overthꝛow and Fruſtrate the main Deſign of the ſaid Arc, to the inevitable Ruine of Multi⸗ 
tudes of Our Pooꝛ Subjects, as was fully made appear to Us; And being like wie ſatisfied that the late Pꝛactice received Encou⸗ 
ragement from the Doubtful Penning of ſome Parts of the laid Act, though the Pzincipal Scope and Defignof the Law was to Er⸗ 
clude the whole Manufacture of Fozeign Buttons, Which poſſibly may ingage Our Pooz Subjects of that Trade in many Expen⸗ 
ſive Suits at Law: Foz pzevention whereof, and the Miſchiefs which are likely toenſue upon ſuch an Evil Pꝛactice, We have thought 
fit, by and with the Advice of Our Pꝛivy Council to Publiſh and Declare Our Pleaſure to be, That the ſaid Act be duly and effectu- 
ally obſerved and put in Execution againſt all Impoꝛters and Sellers of Fozeign Buttons, accoꝛding to the true intent and mean⸗ 
ing of the ſaid Act, And to pꝛevent all Diſputes herein foꝛ the future, We do by this Our Royal Pꝛoclamation ſtrictly Charge, ÞP:0- 
hibit and Command, That no Perſon oz Perſons, Natives, Aliens oz others do, oz ſhall from hencefozth Pmpozt oz Bꝛing in, 02 
cauſe to be Impoꝛted oz bzought into this Our Kingdom of England, Dominion of Wales, oz Pozt oꝛ Town of Berwick upon Tweed, 
any Foꝛeign Buttons Whatſoever, made oꝛ to be made in any Fozeign Parts Whatſoever, by way of Merchandize, oz to be Sold, 
Bartered 02 Exchanged. And that no Perſon oz Perſons ſhall at any time hereafter Directly oz Indirectly Buy, Bargain oꝛ Con⸗ 
tract foꝛ oz concerning the Impoꝛtation of any Foꝛeign Buttons, of what ſozt oz kind ſoever, oz Utter oz Sell any Fozeign Buttons 
whatſoever, which from hencefozth ſhall be Jmpozted from any Parts beyond the Seas, upon Pain of ſuch Puniſhment as by Law 
may be Inflicted upon Contemners of Our Royal Authozity. And We do further Charge and Command as well the Commiſſio- 
ners of Pur Cuſtoms, Cuſtomers, Comptrollers, Searchers, Waiters, and all other Officers of Pur Cuſtom-Houſes and Pozts in 
Our Kingdom of England, Dominion of Wales, and Dur Poꝛt o2 Town of Berwick upon Tweed, and alſo all Our Juſtices of the 
| Peace, Mayozs, Sheriffs, Bayliffs, Headbozoughs, Conſtables, and other Our Officers Civil within Our ſaid Kingdom of |! 
| England, Dominion of Wales, and Pozt o2 Town of Berwick upon Tweed, to Seize and Deſtroy, 02 to cauſe to be Seized and De⸗ 
| iroyed all ſuch Fozeign Buttons which from hencefozth ſhall be Impoꝛted oꝛ Bartered, Sold oz Exchanged contrary to Our Nopal 
Pleaſure herein Declared, in whole hands ſoever they ſhall be found, and to Bind over, o2 cauſe to be Bound over, the Offenders 
herein, to Appear in Qur Court of Kings Bench, to Anſwer their Contempt herein at Dur Suit, and to be in all other Reſpects - 
from time to time Aiding and Alliſting in all things requiſite foz and touching the Obſervation and Execution of theſe Dur Com⸗ 
mands, as they will Anſwer to Us the contrary. | | 


Given at Our Court at Whitehall the Eighteenth day of November, In the Third Year of Our Reign. 
GOD SAVE THE KING. 


—— 
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